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ALL GOOD WISHES FOR NEW YEAR 2014 

We are at the threshold of a New Year 2014. Year 2013 was the year of the person- 

Arvind Kejriwal. We greet the entire fraternity of Punjab National Bank “A VERY 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2014”. 
 

Comrades, this is a time to look at the events of the last year and make resolutions for the 

New Year. We also need to do a lot of soul searching if we really expect this New Year to be 

happy for all of us.  
 

NATIONAL SCENE 
If, we look at the National events of the last year, it will show the criminal & inhuman face of 

our society and also the corrupt face our leaders & bureaucrats. The involvement of 

ministers/leaders in  so many scams, unprecedented public support to fight against atrocities 

on women more particularly the incidents of gang rape, fight against corruption and Aam 

Aadmi Party in Delhi Assembly elections; were the main events of the last year.  
 

The other important events of the last year were unprecedented rise in the prices of essential 

commodities, election of Shri Arvind Kejriwal for the post of Chief Minister of Delhi, defeat 

of Congress Party in recent elections to the assemblies of Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 

Chhattisgarh & Delhi, retirement of cricket legend Shri Sachin R. Tendulkar & the descision 

of Govt. of India to bestow Bharat Ratna Award upon him, deaths of thousands of people in 

Kedarnath & nearby areas of Uttrakhand due to flood, tabling of the bill for creation of a new 

state Telangana, passing of Lokpal Bill by the Parliament, Mars Mission of India, hanging of 

Afzal Guru, Hon’ble Supreme Court’s verdicts on disqualification to the public post on 

conviction & Homosexuality, mandate of Hon’ble Supreme Court to NOTA button in EVM, 

Supreme Court on use of red light on Govt. vehicles, Maharashtra Govt.’s decision to reject 

the Adarsh Probe Report, Arrest of Asaram Bapu and his son in rape cases, Haryana Govt.’s 

bias to IAS Shri Ashok Khemka, suspension of IAS Smt. Durga Shakti Nagpal-SDM of 

Gautam Budh Nagar by U.P. Govt. at the beheast of land mafia, declaration by BJP the name 

of Shri Narendra Modi as its PM candidate for 2014 Lok Sabha elections, Tehalka Episode in 

Tehalka Channel on sexual assault of a junior by Tarun Tejpal, Conviction of Shri Lalu 

Prasad Yadav & others in Fodder Scam, slow economis growth, match fixing in IPL by some 

cricketers, murder of social reformer Shri Narendra Dabholkar who exposed Tantriks and 

Godman, awakening of Govt. of India on repeated insults of our VVIPs in USA by first time 

lodging a protest on Smt. Devyani Khobragade incident and a cruel joke on poverty by the 

Govt. with Planning Panel’s Rs.32/- per day income idea, etc. 
 

During the last year we lost the Gandhi of South Africa Shri Nelson Mandela, the inventor of 

AK47 Mikhail Kalashnikov, Michiah Takahashi who developed Chicken Pox Vaccine, 

Pakistani folk singer Reshma, noted Hindi writer Rajendra Yadav, Shri Kripaluji Maharaj, 

last king of Mysore Shri S. N. Wodeyar, famous Kannad poet Shri Shivarudrappa, film actor 

Farooq Sheikh and so many other prominent personalities. We pray to God to give peace to 

the souls of all the deceased and pay our highest tributes and homage to all of them.  
 

INTERNATIONAL SCENE 
On international scene, in our neighborhood re-election of Shri Nawaz Sharif as the Prime 

Minister of Pakistan was the main event of the last year but he has not learnt any lesson from 

the past so far which is very much clear from his recent statements on Kashmir and the 

incident of beheading of Indian soldiers by Pakistani army.  
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Though our country is the largest democracy in the world, our political system is controlled 

by the corrupt politicians/bureaucrats, mafia and ill-gotten money power. The situation 

demands purposeful awakening in the people of our country. The bank employees being 

important section of the society must play their role towards consolidation and integration of 

our country.  
 

The year 2014 will pose challenges for bank employees on the following issues:- 
 

1) 10
th

 Wage Revision: You all are aware that our wage revision has become due on 1
st
 

November 2012. But so far only six rounds of negotiations have taken place and nothing 

fruitful has come out. The attitude of IBA/Government is very disgusting. All the bank 

employees/officers have gone on one day strike on 18
th

 December 2013 demanding early 

wage revision. The strike was a thunderous success but the IBA/Government has not taken 

any note of the anger of bank employees/officers so far. Now, UFBU has again given the call 

to go on 48 hours strike from 20
th

 January 6.00 am to 22
nd

 January 6.00 am on this issue. It is 

not going to be an easy task to achieve the demands raised by the negotiating unions. There is 

a need of sustained struggle ahead to achieve 10
th

 Wage Revision. 
 

2) Unwarranted Economic Reforms: The efforts are being continued and intensified by the 

Government of India to dilute public sector banking, further liberalise public sector banks, 

encourage private sector and foreign banks, opening banking sector to more and more private 

and foreign capital in the name of economic reforms. Now, licences are sought to be given to 

corporate sector to open their own banks. All these measures are detrimental to the interest of 

public sector banks in particular and banking industry in general. 
 

3) Staff Welfare Schemes: After revision of ceiling on ‘Staff Welfare Fund’ by the 

Government in the year 2012, the bank has revised the amounts in some staff welfare 

schemes and has also announced some new staff welfare schemes during the last 2 years but 

the same are neither sufficient nor comparable with the staff welfare schemes in other Public 

Sector establishments.  
 

We demand that a meaningful exercise be done by the bank on this front in consultation with 

all the workmen and officers federations/associations operating in the bank. 
 

4) Customer Service: Today bank employees are under attack from various sections. The 

rumors have been spread that the bank employees do not care for the work while this is not 

the fact.  
 

May we request to all of you to be more courteous and friendly to the customers. 
 

Comrades, in the year to come we have to face a lot of problems and challenges. We need to 

fight for our very existence also. The need of the hour is to face the challenges in our path 

unitedly. So let us resolve that we will face all the challenges unitedly under the banner of 

UFBU and will make the strike on 20
th

 and 21
st
 January a tremendous success.  

 

We appeal for mass struggle with high spirit against all the odds in our path, since it is the 

only key to success.  
 

We are sure to be crowned with success when we fight without any respite. 
 

With revolutionary greetings, 
 

Yours comradely, 

 

                                                                              (R. K. Sharma) 

General Secretary 
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